
ATTENTION GRADUATE STUDENTS AND LAW STUDENTS! 

THE INSTITUTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL STUDIES ANNOUNCES 
A SPECIAL SEMINAR FOR FALL 2008: 

 
THE RIGHTS REVOLUTION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

Mark Tushnet (Harvard Law School) 
 
DESCRIPTION: This seminar will examine aspects of the rights revolution in the twentieth century. Topics 
will include: rights in the Progressive Era (including the Lochner doctrine); the conservative origins of 
modern civil liberties and civil rights; the reconceptualization of rights in the New Frontier and Great 
Society; the rise of a conservative rights movement; and the institutional dimensions of the rights 
revolution. 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Mark Tushnet is William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Law at Harvard Law School. An 
expert on constitutional history, Professor Tushnet is the author of numerous works on constitutional 
history and law. His books include The Constitution in Wartime: Beyond Alarmism and Complacency; A 
Court Divided: The Rehnquist Court and the Future of Constitutional Law; The New Constitutional 
Order; Taking the Constitution Away From the Courts; and Making Constitutional Law: Thurgood 
Marshall and the Supreme Court, 1961-1991. 
 
MEETING DATES AND TIMES: Monday evenings, 6:00–8:00 p.m., October 6, 13, 20, 27, November 3, and 
November 10, 2008.  The seminar will meet in Room 415 of Burns Hall at the George Washington 
University Law School, 20th and H Streets, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
READINGS: To be determined. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
There is no tuition or other charge for this seminar, though participants will be expected to acquire the 
assigned books on their own.  
 
This is a graduate-level seminar. Although it is designed primarily for graduate students in history, 
political science, and related disciplines, law students, advanced undergraduates, and legal practitioners 
are welcome to join the seminar with the permission of the instructor. All participants will be expected 
to complete the assigned readings and participate in seminar discussions. Space is limited and advanced 
registration is required. 



 
Although ICS cannot offer academic credit directly for this seminar, students may be able to earn 
graduate credit through their home departments by completing an independent research project in 
conjunction with the seminar. Students at George Washington University may arrange credit through the 
Department of History. Please consult with your advisor and/or director of graduate studies about these 
possibilities, or contact the Institute. If requested in advance, Professor Tushnet will also advise 
participants on research topics and provide an evaluation of their participation in the seminar. 
 
For further information, please contact Maeva Marcus at (202) 994-6562 or Maeve Devoy at (202) 994-
2448, or send an email to icsgw@law.gwu.edu. 
 
 
 


