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lN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR RUTHERFORD COUNTY TENNESSEE 
AT MURFREESBORO 

KEVIN FISHER, et al., 
Plaintiffs, 

v. 
RUTHERFORD COUNTY REGIONAL 
PLANNING COMMISSION, et al., 

Defendants; 

And 

IN RE: MURFREESBORO POST 

Dockot Number I OCV1443 

ORDEB 

This cause came on further to be heard on the 25'" and 26,. days of April, 2012, upon the 

Plaintiffs' Complaint seeking the finding by the Cou.rt that the Defendants violated the terms of the 

Tennessee Open Meetings Act by considering and approving 11 site plan for the Islamic Center of 

Murfreesboro at the May 24, 2010 meeting of the Rutherford County Regional Planning 

Commission, and upon the testimony of a number of witnesses who testified on April 25 and 26, 

2012 and also at previous hearings in September, 2010 and later during 2010, and upon the 

arguments of Counsel, after which the Court took the matter under advisement, and after due 

consideration of the issues, issued a written Memorandum Opinion on May 29, 2012, finding that 

the meeting was in fact held in violation of the Open Meetings Act. In accordance with the 

applicable law, the Court found that the decisions ofthe Regional Planning Commission regarding 

the decisions regarding land at 2700 V cats Road i.n Rutherford County, Tennessee, and particularly 

as those decisions regarded the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro were in fact void, ab initifJ. Further, 

within that suit, the MURFREESBOROPOsTwas allowed to intervene, that party seeking a Declaratory 

Judgment that the MIJRFRF..F.SBORO POST was in 2010 and is today a newspaper of general 
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circulation, but, under the laws governing Declaratory Judgments, the Court found that it is proper 

that no declaration be made for the reaaon that there is no actual controversy which will be resolved 

by such declaration, although the Court did note that the evidence shows that the MuRFRE!lSBORO 

POST is a valuable part of the local community. 

IT TS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Memo.randum Opinion issued by the Court on May 

29, 2012 is hereby incorporated into and made a part of this Order. IT IS FUR TitER ORDERED 

that the decision of the Rutherford County Regional Planning Commission rendered on May 24, 

2010 approving a site plan for the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro at 2700 Veals Road is hereby 

declared to be void ah Initio, that decision having been made at a meeting which waa held in 

violation of the Tennessee Open Meetings Act. FUR TilER, in accordance with the Open Meetings 

Act, the Defendants nrc enjoined from further violations of the Open Meetings Act and shall refrain 

from holding further meetings without adequate public notice to the citizens of Rutherford County 

with regard to further matter~ of significant public interest at future meetings of the Rutherford 

County Regional Pianning Commission and particularly meetings at which decisions are made 

regarding the issues which have been the subject of this litigation, that being the issues surrounding 

the land at 2700 Veals Road, Rutherford County, Tennessee, and, under the terms of the Open 

Meetings Law, this Court retains continuing jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter of 

this lawsuit for a period of one year, or through June l, 2013. Specifically included under the tenns 

of this Order is the melllls of notice given. regarding further meetings of the Rutherford County 

Regional Planning Commission regarding the land at 2700 Veals Road in Rutherford County, 

Tennessee and further regarding the site plan for the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro. Further, IT 

IS ORDERED, in accordance with the Open Meetings Act that the Defendants shall report in writing 
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to the Court its actions regarding notice of meetings regllfding tho lfiDd at 2700 Veals Road, 

Rutherford County, Tennessee and issues regllfding the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro for a period 

of one year and through June 1, 2013, a single coUection written report being required and declared 

sufficient with regllfd to all Defendants.' 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Court enters no Order regarding the Intervening 

Complaint filed by the MURFREESBORO POST and dismisses that action. 

Costs will be paid by the Defendants. 

Enter this the I" day o'fJune, 2012. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVJCE 

'fi-lEUNDERSIONED~YCERTIPIESTI'IATA'ffiUEANDACCURA1ECOPYOPTI-111FOROOINOHASBEEN 
FORWARDEDONTiiTSTI-IBJ::DAYOFJUNE,2012TOHONORABLEJOEM.BRANOON,HONORABLBJ. 'D'IOMAS 
SMmi,HONORABLEJAMESC. CoPI;;,HONORABI..EJOSHA. MCCREAR.Y,AND HONORABLEDAVIDB.L\Renm, 
AT THBlR ADDRESSES CONTAINED WITHIN THIS FILE. 

XJJ!m:~ w. BRATCHER,CLERKANDMASTER 

1The Plointiffo proposc thnt the Court enter nn InJunction D8Jlinlit the Court, mandatory in noturc, dlrccling 
tho County officials and third panics to coiUIC construction nt 2700 Veals Rond. The Courtnolel!, however, thnt such 
is not now a pori of this nction, ond, in ·fbct should be tho aubjcct of SCfliii'IIIO matters either in tho nnturo ofa 
mandamus action or further injunctive relief. Tho Court fl1r!hor notes t:hat tho tcrma of this order do not prohibit tho 
Dofendllllts from ogQin eonsidcring tho issues which were the subject of the May 24, 2010 mcctins. provided proper 
notice is given under tho lnw. 
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